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the country; Cranmer was not, for he was too
much of an artist and much too much of a time-
server and a coward to be typical of any ordinary
healthy normal citizen of any time or place.
Elizabeth was still less typical of England, for
both by her talents and by her diseases of body
and soul she was an abnormality.
But Gardiner is the true Englishman of the
time in body and mind and everything else.
And that is his importance; understanding him,
you understand the English Reformation, or
rather you understand the kind of average
citizen upon whom the catastrophe fell. It is,
therefore, a great loss to history that even highly
educated men have heard so little of him. For
a hundred men who have heard of Henry, for
fifty who have heard of Cranmer, perhaps one
could tell you who Stephen Gardiner was.
Stephen Gardiner was born of that solid
middle-class parentage which provided so many
officials for the Tudor dynasty, especially those
clerical officials who were its chief supports*
We are not quite fixed on the date of his birth,
but it came somewhere latish in the 1480*8
so that he was a little older than King Henry
and some five to ten years younger than Saint
Thomas More, the Lord Chancellor.
He went through the usual course of those
^middle-class lads who were destined for the